
Reflection of a Head Case 
 
This painting, Reflection of a Head Case, was an 
entry in the Archibald Prize in 2012. It is by 
David Disher, an old scholar of Saint Ignatius' 
College. David was College Captain in 1982. 
David is a well renowned artist, known for his 
composed, provocative, highly political work. 
David has a passion for social justice, a great 
sense of humour and an ingenious way of 
looking at the world around him.  He is a clever 
and satirical observer of society, history and 
current affairs. His paintings are in private and 
public collections in Australia and overseas. He 
was the winner in 2007 and finalist in 2013 and 
2014 of the Sir John Sulman Prize. He was a 
finalist in the 2009 edition of the Gallipoli Prize, 
and in the 2012 editions of the Black Swan Art 
Prize and Sunshine Coast Art Prize. Neil 
McIrvine’s portrait of David was a finalist for 
the 2008 Archibald Prize. For further 
information daviddisher.com 
 
The subject of the painting is Bill Smith, who is 
also an old Ignatian, from the class of 1979. Bill 
is situated in front of skulls reminiscent of the 
millions killed by the Khmer Rouge in 
Cambodia in the late 1970s. Bill was a police 
prosecutor in the South Australian Police Force 
and worked at the Director of Public 
Prosecutions before working with 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia in The Hague for 10 years. In 2000, 
Bill worked in Timor Leste with the United 
Nations. For over 15 years he has lived in 
Cambodia, working a lead prosecutor in the 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 
Cambodia prosecuting members of the Khmer 
Rouge regime. He received an Order of 
Australia in 2015 for “significant service to the 
law particularly through international justice 
tribunals and human rights organisations.” 
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