
Symbols

The main design begins at the bottom of the artwork, with 
footprints walking upwards representing the past, when 
Aboriginal and non-Indigenous Ignatians walked separately.

WALKING TOGETHER ON 
KAURNA COUNTRY

In the centre of the yarning circle is a 
reconciliation logo designed by Ms Minucci 
and Saint Ignatius’ College students. It tells the 
story of strong bonds with Aboriginal people 
from the Tiwi Islands and Daly River and 
communicates hope for further reconciliation 
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples across Australia.

Surrounding the yarning circle are feathers 
signifying the significant Tjilbruke Dreaming 
story. Tjilbruke transforms himself into a 
wading bird, and the story reminds us of 
people’s role in doing the right thing − 
protecting others and the natural world, and 
valuing all life.

Pairs of small red lines represent the Kaurna 
Totem Red Kangaroo, and solid red lines on 
the sides of the artwork with the arrow heads 
on either side denote the movement of the 
Red Kangaroo as a living Kaurna totem.

The two white kangaroo paws signify 
Tarndanyangga (red kangaroo place), which 
is now also called Adelaide city centre. 
We acknowledge that it has always had a 
significant Kaurna presence.

The blue lines with dots on the edges is the 
pattern used to denote rain. The design is 
used here to represent and honour Ivarrityi, 
whose name means gentle falling rain. She 
is an important Kaurna woman, revered as an 
ongoing role model to all women, and typifies 
the strength of Kaurna people.

Eight red circles joined with a continuous 
yellow line represent the eight family clan 
groups of the Kaurna First Nation people.

On the sides of the artwork are the symbols for 
stars representing the Seven Sisters Women’s 
story, which is told in different ways by more 
than 460 clan groups across Australia. The 
stars also pay respect to Kaurna Elder, Uncle 
Neville, who taught us about Kaurna culture. 
The stars represent the Ignatian students who 
are community stars for reconciliation.

Blue tears beneath the yarning circle relate 
to both Tjilbruke’s and Ivarrityi’s tears of grief. 
They each sacrificed everything to give all they 
had, and they did a lot of crying and waiting 
because they each knew they had a story to 
tell.

The tears are for the Aboriginal people whose 
lives have been lost, who have gone back 
to our Ancestor and returned as part of the 
Country in rock, tree, or animal. The tears 
remind us that Aboriginal people have stories 
to tell that have not been heard.

Yellow dots at the edge of the design remind 
us of the Country we are on, which includes 
the land, sea, sky, and waterways.

The footprints lead into a yarning circle where 
Aboriginal and non-Indigenous Ignatians 
come together to share and talk following 
cultural processes, with the common goal of 
embracing reconciliation.

Mixed footprints at the top of the yarning circle 
moving up towards the top of the artwork 
show how Aboriginal and non-Indigenous 
Ignatians leave the yarning circle together. No 
one is walking alone; we are walking together 
from now on, moving forward together to 
create an equal and just community.

A white Kaurna shield (Wokali) and red 
boomerang symbolise protection. Once used 
in battle, today the shield is held by Kaurna 
and non-Indigenous Ignatians together as a 
defence against racism. We shelter together 
behind the same shield when fighting for 
equality. The protection gives us time to go 
back to the yarning circle, reflect, grow strong, 
and then emerge protected as cultural warriors 
for reconciliation.


